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To the Right Honourable

ALLEN

Lord'BATHuRST.
My LO R D,

. O oppofe my own Fudgment to
the favourable Oppinion of my

' Audience, 1 thouobt would fa-
vur too much of Self-fufpciency ; and
break that Harmony I fo much Recom-
mend. |
Being therefore influenced to publifh
this Difeour [e, I was naturally led to your
Lordfbip’s Patronage ; and knowing you
to be ot only-an Admirer, but a great
Encourager of Mufick, and to be a true
Son of the Eflablyfbed Church, (where
God 15 Worfhipped in the Beauty of Ho.
linef5,) 1 prefume to offer this [mall E [Jay
upon that Subject to your Lordfhip : bum-
bly hoping, that as the Author never bas
been, [0 bis poor Labours never will be de-

i Ty Protefian Whe



The DEDICATION.

When 1 have bad the Honowr of attend.
ing your Lordfbip 5 the entive Affection I
oberved between You, and your noble Con-
Jort, and that filial Duty and Re[pe(t to.
- wards that pious Lady your Motber miz-
ed with anumpartial Lovetowards all your
moSt accomplifp’'d Children, (Virtues too
oftcu wanted among st the Great) I always
tbought an vndeniable Proof of the Har.
mony of your Mind, and what most juftly
entitles youto an E [Jay of this Naturc.

Tlhat the bleffing of Health may long
continue 1o ]'am" Lm'a’ﬂiip p thal Yot
may fec your beautiful Off-fpring pro-
ceed nthofe principles of Virtueand Great.
nefsy prefs thofe Footfteps you [o bappily
mark out to them, and prove additional
Bleffngs ta your Country, inthe Interest
of which, you bave [o eminently difin-
ouifbed your[elf, 15 the bearty Prayer of,

My Lo=rno,
Your Lordthip’s moft Dutiful,
and moft Obedient Chaplain,

€

L

Ghueflr, Nw. 31724 FJENRY ABBOT.
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| Psarnm8r, o
iig e merrzly unto GO D our

Streigth, make'a chearful Niife
uito the. God of  Jacob. 1 ake

tbe Pfalm, bring bither the Ta-
bret, 1he merry Harp wirh he
Lute,

BN H E Excellence and. Ufefulnefs-of
¢  the Book of Plalins feems recoma.
mended by the Wildom of our
Church, with a diftinguifhing
\ncern, to our Study and Remembrance
y having a much greater Share in divine
forfhip, than any other Part of the Holy
Wiptures. Herg the Founditions of Chriy.
aniey are {0 perpicuoully laid, that no
ok ‘in the Old Teftament. s referred to
Ooftene throughout the whole Courfe of thg

B 2 New :
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New: No Exigence of our Souls, no Cop,
dition of Perton or Fortune, no Mercy wq
can defire, none that we would retyry
thanks for, no pofture of Affairs in Church
or State, of our Priends, orof our Enemies
but thefe Plalms will regulate our Behaviou
under them, and fuggeft feafonable Sup
plications for them.

Without any farther Preface therefore
I fhall make no Apology for the Choice o
my Text; becaufe thefe annual Meetings
which are chiefly defigned to fupport th
Dignity and Benefit of Church-Mufick, a
well as to prapagate Friendfhip and Chari
ty, * naturally lead me to fuch a Subjelt.

And here 1 fhall endeavour to fpeak,
1. Of Harmony, or Mufick in geneml.

II. Of what Ufe it is towards exciting
our Devotion, and to anfwer fome Objecti
ons that are made againft it.  And,

I. Of Harmony or Mufick in general

~ Praifes and Thankfgivings are the natu-
ral Tribute of a Creature to his God ; 10
______________——-———-——'———‘——-'——‘-

* Betwen 30 and 4o . collefled at the Church-lors, for 12

“““ i Day
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{0y nor Hour pafles, but affords an ample
ubject for thefe pious Exercifes. The or-
dinary Courfe of Providence, and the daily
Refreliments of Nature call for thefe Dy
ies; which never aicend to the Thione of
Grace in {o acceptable a Manner, as from
the united Voices of Chriftian AfTemblies,
13y them the valt Expanfe of Heaven is per-
fimed with Incenfe; by them we (hew
lftha Communion of Saints: And however
they are difefteemed by fome melancholy
Divines, they moft ‘certainly become the
Alir.  Harmony is cozval with Eternity,
derives its Foundation from the blefled
Tnnity, and is beautifully expreffed in all
te Orders of Beings. By Harmony, the
srand Materials of the World were drawn
rom their confufed Retirements, and pla-
cd n that Regularity fo vifible in every
tart of the Creation. By Harmony, the
ich Furniture of the Heavens keep their
proper Stations, {0 as not to invade one an-
other’s Orbs, but roll on in the fame Friend-
hip and Brightnefs as when they firft be-
pan their Courfe.  Look round the World,
wn over the large Volume of the Unj-
erie; and you will fee nothing but Har-
mony, which looks like an Emanation from

e fountain of divine Love:
Mufick (which s Harmony exprefled by
ounds) is the very Yoice of Nature; by
which
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which the Litle Birds communicate theiq
Sentiments of Love, they warm the Paffi,,
i each others Brealts by their warblipg
Notes, and according to their Skill make 54
different Impreflions upon thofe of thej
own Kind, as the Eloquence of an Oratg
upon a rational Audience. Here the Nyl
tingale feems remarkable for Love, as i
Thrafh for Loyalty ; the rebel Flock of R
vens and Daws by their hoarfe Croaking]
{hew they are Enemies to Mufick, and B
blems of thofe unharmonious Souls tha
delight in noching but Blood and Rapine.

To enter into a philofophical Difquifitiog
of the Nature of Sounds, and how difted
rently they raife, or operate upon the Paffi
ons, is not within the Compafs of my Time
yet ’tis manifeft, to every common Obfer
vation, that as {ofter Mulick infpires Lov
and Devotion, the martiel Sounds of the
Drum and Trumpet enflame the Soldier
breafts with Courage, and fo embolden
them, that no Danger can {top their Eng
terprizes ; but they Fight even in, and fu
their Graves.

The Ancients differ fo much about tig
firft inventers of Mufick, fome afcribmg i
to Terpander others to Clonasyothers to,rﬁf’figffﬂ ;
that T fhall not enter upon the enquiy
nor confider what Analogy founds bear tg

arithmetical Proportion, leaft I wadc b
yonq
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yorid my Depth., Thofe who are curious
2hout thefe Matters, and defirous of know-
ing the original of Sounds, and progrefs of
the Gamut, I refer to the learned Plararch
who will much better fatisfy their Curiofity,
than can be expelted from the Pulpit.——
But thus far I muft obferve, that, let who
will be the firlt Inventer of Mufick, the
~jmpullive Caufe was the fame in all, viz.
To fing Praifes to their Gods, and to encourage
thesr Soldiers in the Day of Bastle. From
thefe primary Obfervations the Art has
been fo improved, ds to touch the tenderer
Paflions ; even Demoniacs themfelves have
been forced to confefs the powerful Charms
of Mufick, or Sex/ had never felt fuch Re-
Jief as he did from David’s Harp.

That there is fomething of Majefty,
{omething great, and divine in Mulick;
Ariftotle thus labours to convince the World
Harmony (lays he) defcended from Hea-
ven, and is of a noble and divine Nature;
by Harmony the Senfes operate in the Body,
being of celeftial and divine Extraltion ;
Infomuch that the flow Adagio fo lulls the
Paffions, that you could even die upon the
Sound, whillt the brisk Allegro in another
dtrain {hall carry you to the very Top of Gal

anery.
B ‘ The
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The Confideration of thefe different
Movements might occafion Pythagoras, and
the ancient Greeks, to be fo careful ip
teaching their Children Mulick ; thinking
it requiice to form and compofe their Minds,
to what was decent, fober, and virtuous,
But Plazo complain’d 1n his Days, (I will
not pretend to fay how applicable it is to
our own, ) that the Men of Art contemn.
ing the ancient Majefty of Mufick, inftead
of thofe manly, grave, and heavenly Notes,
fo acceptable to their Deitics, brought into
their Theatres a {ort of effeminate, mufical
Tattling, meer Sounds without Subftance,
which he utterly rejells; as inefficacious
to the original Delign of mnciting Men (o
all fober and ferious Altions. Thus far the
Heathens had a Notion of this divine Atrt.

- But a Chriftian that will give himfelf
Time to refle®, will find that Praifes and
Thankfgivings,{o recommended in myText,
are the moft meceffary Parts of Devotion,
and that the Bleflings of each Day, whe-
ther ordinary or extraordinaty, do m fome
Proportion demand them. e. g. The con-
ftant rifing and fetting of the Sun, by which
Day and Night have their alternate Re-
turns, the one for Labour, the other for
Relt and Sleep, by .which our Bodies are
tefrefhied to rencw their Toil: The regular

Motion
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Motion of that great Luminary thro’ the
Signs o1 the Zodiack; the ftrength of whofe
refrefhing Beams diitinguithes Spring and
summer, Autumn and Winter ; the diffe-
rent Temperatures of which Sealons con-
tribute as much to the Health of the Body,
s their variety to the Entertainment of the
Fancy. This View likewife reprefents the
feveral Stages of Life; Spring fhews the
verdure of Infancy and .Childheod ; Swm-
mer the gaiety and vigour of Youth; whilft
Autumn ripens us into the maturity of Wif-
dom and Judgment; and Winter carries
us leifurely into our Declenfions, grey Hairs,
old Age, and the Grave: Thefe, tho’ the
ordinary Revolutions of Nature, call for
our daily Praifes. But when {ome extra-
ordinary Deliverance from imminent Dan-
ger, or {fome unexpeted Blefling happens
tous; how much more ought we to gxert
ourfelves in Praifes and Thankigivings! A
Deliverance -from the Ruin, * Deftruétion,
and Havock of a bloody War; a Delive-
rance from a raging Peftilence by a deltroy-
g Angel, the blefling of a plentiful Crop,
and a joyful and feafonable Harveft, when
the Vallies fhall ftand fo thick with Corn,
that they fhall laugh and fing; thefe, and
other Favours of the like extraordimnary
Nature, call both for our Praifes and
Thankfgivings,

B 2 In
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In fhort, to praife God is acknowledged
by all devout Chriftians, to be the Top
and Flower of divine Worlhip; ’tis the
Religion of happy Creatures, and the na-
tural Homage due to infinite Goodnefs,
which is the moft glorious PerfeCtion of
the Deity. It exercifes the beft Paffions
of our Souls in the moft perfect Manner,
Love, Joy, Reverence, and Admiration,
which are moft proper for Devotion, and
the only Ats of Religion we {hall perform,
when we arrive at the Regtons of Happi.
nefs, when we fhall have put off Mortali-
ry and Corruption, and all other Wants
with them ; when a complete and confum-
mate Happinefs {hall leave no more place
for Defire ; when we fhall have nothing
to ask of God, nothing more to expect,
but the fecure Poffeffion and Enjoyment of
thofe immortal Pleafures, which fatisty. e-
very Faculty of the Soul, are eternally re-
peated, and eternally new. 1 fay in fuch
a State as this, where Faith will be turned
into Sight, and Hope into Enjoyment, the
petitionary Part of Prayer, which is fo great
a part of the Worfhip of Sinners, and in-
digent Creatures, will all be turned into
Praife and Thank{giving, Now, as St
Paul for this Reafon prefers Charity, betore
Fuith and Hope, becaufe tho’ they are ad:
mirable Graces for the State of Chriftiar’

i
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tn this World, and abfolutely neceffary to
carry them to Heaven; yet they cannot
enter 1nto Heaven thenielves, where
Charity attains 1ts greateft Glory and Per-
fe@ion; fo by the fame Reafon it appears
that Praifes and Thank{givings are the moft
excellent Part of Divine Worfhip, becaufe
they are the Religion of glorified Spirits ;
and therefore ought to be the chief Delight
and Entcrtainment of thofe that hope to
bear a2 part in the heavenly Choir : for we
daily Pray, that God’s Will may bedong
on Farth, as it 1s in Heaven. |

II. Having {poken thus much of Mufick
in general, [ crave your Patience, while
in the fecond Place, 1 fay fomething of our
Cathedral Worfhip, and of what Ufe, and
Benefit, Mufick 1s towards exciting, and
quickning our Devotion; and to an{wer
fome Objetions that are made againft it.

The Reafon, which the judicious Hooker
gives for introducing Mufick into our Wor-
thip, (without any Reference to the Primi-
uve Praltice) is, that we may be thereby
incited to the greater Ardency of Devotion ;
and that People, who have not Zeal enough
lor Religion, to bring them into the Courts
of Praife, might be drawn thither by the
Chords of Mufick: whofe grave majeftick

Notes
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Notes (as may ftill be feen in the ancie
Compofitions) move not upan the Feet of
abated Appetite, but enkindle{uch a folemy
Devotion, as will admitof no Avocation
till it arrives at the Throne of Grace, |

Man being a compound Creature, cop.
fifting of Soul and Body, reccives ftrong Im.
preflions from the Body, whilft united ¢
the Soul. Words and Sounds. have very
powerful Charms, and by their Variets, are
fitted by Nature, to exprefs and ex-ite
very different Paflions; which give el
diftinguifhing Notes, and Accents ¢ the
very Voice, as betray the Paflion you ex-
deavour to.conceal. Now, this 15 a grea
Secret in Nature, and {hews an unaccoun-
table Sympathy between Sounds and Paf:
fions, which are mutually the Caufes and
Eftelts of each other; {o that let a Coms
pofer be never fo well skill’d in the Pro-
portion of Sounds, if he be not fully ac-
quainted with what Effe&t they have up-
on humane Nature, a piece of fine Mu:
{ick, will be like a parcel of fine Words
mjudicioully put together, they may in
deed pleafe the Ear, but will never affelt
the Underftanding,

Since then it cannot be denied, but that

there 1s a natural Sympathy, and mutual fClzgu-
- ality
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iy berween Sounds and Paflions; why
tould we not think that devotional Mufick
vill excite, or heighten our devotional Pafa
ons, as well as amorvous Airs kindle wanton
Fires? For Nature will always alt like itfelf,
whether we apply 1t to good or evil Purpo-
s, Why then fhould any Man think Mu-
fick improper for the Worfhip of God ? It is
indeed a natural Power, though improved
by Art, as moft other natural Powers are ;
and all fuch are made for the Worfhip and
Service of God, as far as they are capable ;
of which Mufick 15, in a very high De-
oree, -

The firft Song we Read of in Scripture,
s that of Mofes, at the Deftrultion of Phao
by and the fafe Paflage of the Ifraclites
through the Red-Sea: And throughout the
Old Teftament we find, that the chief, if
not the only Ufe of Vocal, and Inftrumen-
i Mufick, was in the Worfhip of God,
Though this be “acknowledg’d by all, yet
bme will not allow it to be a Pattern for
Chriftian Worfhip.. They.reckon Mufick
smong the Ceremonies of the Jewifh Law,
fted to the carnal State of that People,
ind abrogated with the other legal Cere-
Monies, by the more perfet difpenfation
0F the Gofpel, which requires a more fpiri-
al Worfhip, But a few Words will fhew

| how




[ 16 ]

how unceafonable this Pretence is. Tje
Song of Mofes, and Miriam, was before th
giving of the Law, and therefore no pa
of it.  But fuppofe Singing had been a par
of the Mofaical Law ; the Gofpel of oy
Saviour abrogates notbing of that Law, by
fuch Types as receive their Accomplifhments
in Chrift, or fuch appendant Ceremonics,
as were meer Signs, and Figures of ap
Evangelical Righteoulnefs. But what j
finging a Type of, any more than fpeaking?
*T'1s indeed a more harmonious and emphz-
tical way of fpeaking ; but Ifee no Reafon,
why Men may not as well reject vocal
Prayer, as vocal Mufick, becaufe they were
both ufed by the Jews. So that whatever
Obje&tions are now made againit Church.
Mufick (which Ihave not time particularly
to examine) were as good in David’s time,
as now ; and yet then Prophets compoled
Hymns, and Prophets fet Tunes; and there.
fore, methinks, our Cavillers {hould no
give themfelves fuch prefumptuous Airs;
but {peak more favourably of fuch Practices,
as were under the DireCtion and Govern:

ment of Men, infpi’'d by the Holy-Ghott

In the Vifion of the Prophet J/aiah, Chap.

6. the Seraphims are reprefented crying one
to another, Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of
Hofts, Heaven and Earth are fall of his Glo-
: i
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v, This is acknowledg’d to be a great
fxample of Antiphonal Singing, in whicl
oic anfwers another. But then, thofe fad
Suls, who are Enemues to all Harmony,
aad delight 1n nothing but Howling and La-
mentations, objett again ; this plamly re-
frs to the ancient 'Lemple Worthip, and
muft not be admitted a precedent for Chrilt:-
an Practice. Bur if the Temple Worlhip
be a fic Pattern for the Worfhip of Angels,
why may it not be a precedent for the Wor-
hip of Chriftians? whofe Worfhip, as pure
and fpiricual as it is, falls vaftly fhorc of
Angelical Worfhip. But do not the An-
gels then thus Worfhip God in Heaven ?
This would be a new Objcltion agaisit our
Liturgy, never thought of before, which,
mn the Te Denm, teaches usto Sing— To thee
ol Augels cry alonr, the Heavens, and all the
Powers thereins Lo thee Cherubing 2nd Sera-
yiiny continnally do cry; Holy, Holy, Holy,
Lord God of Sa%aatb, Heaven and Em'rb,
ae full of the Majefly of thy Glory.

And if the Angels thus Sing in Heaven ;

lurely the precedent is not unworthy the

Chriftian Church on Eareh.

The like Reprefentation we meet with of

the four Beafts, and four and twenty Bl

C ders,
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ders; Rev. 4. And the fame Anflwer s g
ven to it, that the Images, 1n the Apoca
lyptick Vifions, are taken from the Law,
and not from the Golpel. But whencefo.
ver thefe Images were originally taken:
this Book was diretted to the Chriftian
Chuiches,, and therefore was a Rule and
Precedent for them. It all along defcribes
the State of the Chriftian, not of the Jew-
ith Church, and therefore their Worthip
too. Andif we look into the fifth Chap.
ter ; we f{hall find thefe four Beafts, and
four and twenty Elders, were Chriltians,
who were redeemed by the Blood of the
Lamb, and {ung the Song of the Lamb--
Thou art worthy to take the Book; and opes
the Seals thereof 5 for thou wait [lain and hoit
redecined us to God, out of every Kinared
and Tongue, and People, and Nation; an
hast made us umo onr God, Kings and Prieff,
and we (ball reign upon the Earth. 'This I
take to be a Chriftian Hymn, and there-
- fore a Pattern for Chriftian Worfhip, St
Paul likewife exhorts us to admonifh one
another, in Pfalms, and Hymns, and Spii-
tual Songs, finging and making Melody
in our Hearts to the Lord. Now, though
thefe Words be not the Apoftolical Inti
tution of a Choir, nor do prefcribe the
particular Forms of Cathedral Worfbip ;

- yer
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et they jultify it all, as far as ’us fitted
o true Devotion.  And though this prac-
e was not for fome time in the
Cheiftian  Church, while 1t was un-
der a State of Perfecution ; ’tis no more
an Argument againft Cathedral Worlhip,
than agamnft Cathedral Churches. The
noverty, and affliCted State of the Church
at that time would allow neither ; but
Profperity by degrees introduced them both :
Astt reviv’d them in the Jewifh Church;
though under the Babylonifh Captivity,
they hung their Harps upon the Wil-
lows, and refufed to fing the Songs of

Sioe 10 a {trange Land.

But fetting afide the afflicted State of
the Chriftian Church, the profefled Ene-
mics of Cathedral Worfhip, allow us as
great, and early Authorities as we defire.
St. Bafil, St. Ambrofe, and St. Chyfoftom will
always be venerable Names. 'The Church
was reftored to Peace, but in the fourth
Century ; and then this Worthip revived
and that by the Authority, and Exam-
ple of as great and good Men, as any of
the Fathers of our Church,

Erafmus 1ndeed, and many Reformers,
were great Enemies to this way of Wor-

C2 {hip
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(hip, as it was then pra&tic’d in the Churey
of Rowe ; when thepr Hymns, as well g
their Prayers, wore pedormed i an un
known "Tongue; 1o that their Singing was
mere Noile, and could contribute nothing
to Devetion.  But this 1s no more an
Argument againlt Ewglih Hymns, and
Anthems, than againft Easglifb Prayers.
If they mean any more, we muft de-
mand their Reaions: For, as for Autho.
rity ; our own Reformers, and ouar own
happy Eltablithment upon the Reforma.
tion, hiave (and that very defervedly ) a
much greater Aothority i the World,

Thus, 1 hope, I have i fome Mea-
{ure, vindicated, and et forth the Ufe
and Benefit of Church-Mufick ; but con
fidering, that hearing a Sermon Is the
caft part of the occafion of the meet-

ing of this Audience, I fhall haften to a
Conclufion.

if Singing be. the Employment of An-
cls, and Erernity malt be {pent in Prar
fes and Thanksgivings ; if Cherubs and
Seraphs are to be our furure Compant
ons, and the happinels of Society con-
{ifts in agreeablenefs of Temper; me-
thiuks it thould be the utmoft endeavom;‘
of
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| of every Soul, that defires to be 1 Mems
ber of that blefled Choir, to rake al}
gportunities of joining in Chorus with
e here below 5 where he will have 2
| fretafte of thofe immortal Pleafures, whofe
Continuance will never fatiate, nor whofe
Perpeturty leflen the Enjoyment.

When the Strings are touch’d by a ma-
tuly Hand, or that grand Machine, which
Gn at once exprefs the different Chords
of the whole Scale of Mufick; what ex{}a-
ik Jovi do they create? What plea-
g Convulfions in the - Audience ? Info-
el toat one can hardly believe the

Etor.',cs of Orphens, or Amphion to be fu
ulous.

If Woods may be faid to be Loguaci-
s from the whifpering of their Leaves,
i Waters to be Querulous from the mur-
luting of thejr Streams : by the fame
fetical Licenfe we may allow them to
¢ Ublequious too, and follow the Voice
t Melody 5 and though drion’s Mufick -
id not*filence the Rage of the Mari-
bS yet it fo pleafed one of the Scaly
ation, ¢hat upon his leaping into tha
" he offered his kind Afliftance to fup-
Pt im, and carried him Triumphang

o through
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through the Waves from the Hands of his
mercilefs Robbers.

I know no Philofophy, that gives any
fatisfaory Account of the mechanical -
peration of Sounds ; but that they do ope-
rate very powerfully, is manifelt to eve.
ry harmonious Soul. I own, ’tis poflible
that fome may be of fuch an ill-favoured
Make, fuch a difmal Complexion, as not
to tafte that Harmony, which will pu
another into an Exftafy; but I pity ther
Misfortune, and think a greater Evil could
hardly happen to them. How will they
join in Cliprus with thofe, who Rett not
Day and Night, faying, Holy, Hob, He-
ly, ‘to the Esernal God, and 1o the Lasl
that [its upon the Throne ¢

To Conclude; There has been a Time
when thefe Holy Places were Defecrated,
and the Houfe of God turned into a Den

of Thieves.

May the like of thole Days never I¢
¢qurn, to caft a darker Shade upon th
Englifh Kalendar ; nor this daily Sacrifi
be difcontinued. May thefe annual Mect
ings of Ours gve Birth to fuch over th

whole Nation; and may thelc Heat’éﬂﬁ
. 0
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Conforts fo influence our unruly Paffions,
dat our Light may fhine before Men,
May our Converfation be fo fweet, {0 af-
fibley {0 harmonious ; that we may be re-
mrkably diftinguifh’d from others, by be-
ng Members of this happy Society. God
oant this Chriftian Fellowfhip may be
mnfmitted by us to the moft diftant A-
ges of Futurity : Thus God will be ferved
n the Beauty of Holinefs; and may all
tue Lovers of God and Divine Mufick fay

Amen,

ERATA.

Edicatton Line 2. read Opinion. Serm. p. 8.1 20. 1.
3 J Martial, ), 2 3. r. embolden,

F I N T 8.




